
Berrien Fire Chief’s Association 
 

Meeting 03-19-14 
         Called to order by Chief Davidson at 0834 hours 

 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT- None 
Chief Lamb Absent. $22 Received from 
morning breakfast donations. Thank you 
Chief Burkett~! 
 
                           
MINUTES – Minutes from the February 
19th meeting were approved with all in 
favor. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS /BILLS – None 
 

ATTENDANCE:

                                                                                             
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
SHERIFF- None Captain Adams advised Sheriff is out sick. 
 
RED CROSS- None. No one in attendance. 
 
 
911 – Director Agens discussed issues that are occurring with Chikaming Township and 
the two icons on the dispatcher’s screen that should be corrected soon.  
 
Chief Ruff addressed issues that he is having with low volume and scratchy 
transmissions. It appears that this is not just an issue in the North part of the county, but 
county wide. Director Agens will contact Tel-Rad and look into the problem. It was 
stated that it might be related to the new 911 equipment installed into the county dispatch 
center. Niles is still in the process of installing the new equipment, and is currently 
operating under the old system, and the radio traffic seems to be stronger from there. 
 
He advised that New Buffalo Township was moving into their new Fire Station and radio 
equipment is in the beginning stages of being installed. 
 
The Helicopter Plan still has not been approved by the State of Michigan. There was 
some discussion on the VHF Fire channel to be used for the Landing Zone (LZ) 
operation. Director Agens suggested the use of the VCall 10 frequency which is also the 
Mayday channel on our radios. This was suggested because it is the only Fire Ground 
frequency that dispatch can monitor. There was further discussion, and all in attendance 
agreed that we should look at just calling the Mayday channel what it really is, VCall 10. 
Director Agens will advise the dispatchers to refer to it as VCall 10/Mayday frequency 
for the time being. Ken Nemis from Med Flight, also attended the meeting and advised 
that our plan sounds good and that they will have the helicopter go directly with dispatch 
to verify LZ frequency. 
 



Active Shooter protocol is moving forward and at this point the concentration is being 
centered on the 911 Dispatch Center handling of the large call volume expected during an 
incident. 
 
Active 911 is still growing in the County.  So far 18 departments in the county are using 
the system.   
 
Chief Brovold asked if Niles Township/New Buffalo Township are the only departments 
that keep being dispatched to calls that are not theirs. It appears that happens to Benton 
Township/Benton Harbor, and two other departments also. Director Agens stated there 
are some things that they can do with color coding and multiple line identifying on the 
new icons that he will look into to. 
 
DNR –Paul Rogers attended the meeting and provided information on the new MesoWest 
Wildfire Weather Forecasting that is now available to help predict hazardous burning 
conditions statewide. The system is not functioning fully due to the snow conditions still 
on the ground. The system is made up of sensors located throughout the state. The 
information on how to log into the site is attached to this email. Please double check the 
site after 2pm each day, for that is the time that the system will update. 
 
Paul encouraged the Chief’s committee to continue to apply for Federal Excess Property 
(Application Attached), and reminded everyone that in order to apply you must have a 
signed Mutual Aid Agreement with the DNR (Form Attached).  
 
Paul stated that if you have an incident that you need assistance with to remember that 
they have an hour drive time to the middle of our area and that they do not respond lights 
and sirens unless needed when they get close. He also asked us to remember that they 
need enough room on the scene to unload their dozer. It is basically coming in on a 
flatbed wrecker. If you have two or more departments on the scene and it appears to be a 
call that will last for an extended period, please call our dispatch center. They in turn will 
call Allegan dispatch, who will then notify Paul. 
 
Paul covers Berrien, Cass, Van Buren, and Allegan Counties. His contact information is 
attached also. 
  
FUNERAL PROTOCOL – Nothing new 
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT – Captain Adams stated that there will be an ICS 400 
class on April 1st and 2nd, sign up is through the MI-Train Website, and that his office 
will assist in signing up if needed.  
 
He is working with Palisades for their Hostile Action Plan that we will be drilling on later 
this year. Dates are September 30th for the 1st drill, October 13th for the second drill, and 
October 30th for the graded exercise. He is also working on the 8 year drill plans for both 
DC Cook and Palisades.  
 
They are currently working with 911 on the dispatch side of an active shooter. The State 
of Michigan has been put in charge of creating a state template plan for active shooter 
plans in schools.  He stated that there is a reporting system for schools to report students 
with possible mental issues called “Ok to save”.  
  
LEPC – There have been 70 sites that have submitted their Tier II forms. This is down 
40-50 from last year and Emergency Management will be looking into the reason for the 
decrease. This last meeting focused on the LEPC Awareness level.  



Carmen Kucinich from the Federal Bureau of Investigation and did a presentation on the 
Federal Victim Assistance Program. 
 
HAZ-MAT- Berrien County is in the process of allowing Local Department Firefighters, 
with the proper training, to join the County Hazmat Team. They are updating MOUs and 
Policies currently. You will need to be certified as a Hazmat II Tech to be on the team. 
Other requirements are 80% participation, and passing a physical that has been running 
about $800. The County will provide face masks, but individuals are responsible for their 
Uniforms and cold weather gear. The average is between 1-2 calls a month.     
 
BCFFA   - Nothing new. 
 
BCYF – None 
 . 
TRAINING – Clandestine Drug Lab Training at Chikaming March 29th, seats still 
available, contact Chief Davidson or Chief Ruff for more information.  Both MCOLES 
and EMS training credit available. (Flyer Attached). FFI/III class is at about 22 remaining 
for testing. Testing is set for April 17th for the written, and April 19th for the practical. 
Help will be needed for testing with personnel and equipment.  
 
MABAS-.Updated By Frank DeLaTorre. No MABAS meeting in March due to weather. 
MABAS Meeting 02-12-2014 
Application was received from Montcalm County to join MABAS consisting of eight fire 
departments. No Divisional dispatch center selected yet. Jackson County is interested in 
MABAS. Jackson County has a county chiefs meeting on March 15 and would like a 
MABAS presentation. MABAS has formed an EMS committee trying to bring private 
EMS companies into MABAS. They have hit a few stumbling blocks and are trying to 
work them out. 
 
Box Cards. Discussion on changing format of box cards within a division. Concern on 
what if any confusion it will cause with one department different than others on cards. 
Saginaw had similar issues with some departments not understanding difference in 
still/full alarms etc... With these being inter divisional cards it should not matter what we 
call the alarm levels just as long as everyone within a division are consistent. 
 
Locally we discussed that we should meet as MABAS 3501 and look at these issues. 
 
OLD BUSINESS -. None 
 
NEW BUSINESS – Benefit for Niles Charter Township Firefighter Ken Laurita’s wife 
Cyndi, on April 5th (Flyer Attached) 
 
Request by Chief Burkett to have Chief Lamb send out dues invoices, to keep money 
coming into the organization, group present agreed. 
 
 
 
Next Meeting May 21st, 0830 hours Lincoln Twp Fire Station 
 
RS Gary Brovold 
 
 
 
 




















