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Call to Order: 0830-0924     Date: August 19, 2026 

 

Old minutes: Old minutes emailed out.     Motion to accept old minutes by: Chief D. Flick.   Seconded by: 

Chief Miller. Motion passed.  None opposed.   

Agenda Changes: 

Presentation: Midwest Mission.  Dale Stover gave presentation on Midwest Mission.  They accept outdated 

fire gear, SCBA, tools, etc…. and send to countries that need fire protection gear.  If have old, outdated gear, 

SCBA, etc…Contact Dale Stover: 269-930-4246: dale_s19@yahoo.com 

Treasurer’s Report: Beginning and ending balance: $8469.64.  Nothing in or out.  Motion to accept treasurers 

report by: Chief Knisely.  Seconded by: Chief Weich.  Motion passed. None opposed. 

 Bills: None.  Money to deposit for challenge coins. 

Communications: None 

General Communications: 

New Chief/Visitor: None 

EMS: (Great Lakes Drone: Medic-1: S.M.C.A.S.: Med Control:) 

Dispatch/911: CAD is rolling out.  There will be a CAD update in the fall.  Capt. DeLaTorre asked if anyone 

has had issues with CAD mapping.  GLR has had some CAD mapping issues.  No one else has.    

Communications Committee: Nothing 

Guideline: Active assailant guideline now in place.   

HAZMAT: Capt. Albers stated they helped in Cass County on a 13,500 fuel tanker leak.  Chief Weich stated 

no movement on HAZMAT team.  Agreement still with lawyer.  Chief Weich stated has had very limited 

interest from county fire departments.  HAZMAT team can’t be run by just a couple departments.  This is a 

county team.  There is no requirement to have a county team.  If we lose it departments will have to mitigate 

hazmat scenes on their own.  Every agency has potential for hazmat situation.   

BCFA: Gerry thanked all who have stepped up to help at the fire education center at the fair.  85% filled. Still 

need help.  Check from car show given to BC sheriff department.  Next meeting September 02, 2026, Niles 

Township.   

Training: BHDPS academy will start in October.  Big box class is coming up.  Secured another blue card grant 

for 2027.  Classes are coming up in Van Buren County.   

Emergency Management: Civil Air Patrol put on a plan crass class at the Southwest Regional Airport on 

august 08, 2026.  Had a fuselage to practice extrication from plane.  Had 4 planes fly in for first responders to 

see and observe safety features. 

Sheriff: None 

MABAS: see attached 

Other Comments: DD Kazmierzak requested removal of MABAS report from BCFCA meetings. 

Old Business: Discussion on by-laws change for filling vacancies.  Motion by Chief Weich to accept by-laws 

update.  Seconded by Chief Jesswein.  Motion passed.  None opposed.  CAD: If you have problems contact 

Berrien County IT and bring the issue to the group in case others have the same issue.  If you self dispatch, 

dispatch request that you acknowledge with dispatch as they may miss it if just done over CAD.   

REMINDER: first unit goes enroute over the radio. Additional units enroute per department policy, (CAD or 

radio) with the intention to keep radio traffic to a minimum.   Most FD have completed CAD installations.  

There were a few that had equipment issues.  Nothing new for FD until after PD install is complete.  There was 

a request for the fire ground to be put into CAD.  Dispatch working on it.   
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Request to get the CAD training video.  Capt. DeLaTorre stated he would add link to CAD training video to 

minutes: 

 

 https://youtu.be/z5voZubdajk 

 

If you have issues with dispatch, please contact the on duty supervisor right away so they can look into the 

issue.  We realize the new designators have only been in place for just over a month and most departments are 

doing a good job.  We expect some errors/mistakes as this is new.  Please remember to use the new designators.  

Please don’t go back and forth between new and old designators.  It creates confusion.  Use the full designator. 

Don’t use abbreviations. EX: Say Engine99 not E99.  Chief Myers reminded all to please take the information 

we discuss here and share with your departments.  We have had many discussions with multiple discussions on 

same topics at times, only to find out some have no idea what is going on.  So PLEASE follow up these 

meetings with your departments and staff. 

  HIP- Some questioned the phone text/calls for HIP with the link in them.  The link is to acknowledge receipt 

of the HIP notification.  Departments DO NOT need to call into dispatch to state they are manned during HIP.  

Radio traffic needs to be kept to incident related traffic.  Departments can acknowledge in service in CAD. 

 

New Business: Cache radios.  Some of the cache radios need battery replacement.  Motion to spend up to 

$2000.00 to replace cache radio batteries by Capt. DeLaTorre.  Seconded by Chief Miller.  Motion passed.  

None opposed.   

Smoke detector program lost funding.  BHDPS still has some so if you need some contact DD Kazmierzak.   

Discussion on BCFCA drafting up a letter to our local representatives in support of smoke detector funding to 

attempt to get funding back.   

Next Meeting: 0830 on September 16, 2026, at the Berrien County Conference Center. 

Adjourn: Motion to adjourn by: Chief Weich.  Seconded by: Chief Knisely.   

None opposed. Meeting adjourn: 0924. 
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Good Afternoon,  
 
During the Zoom Meeting we held on May 13, 2026, regarding the direction of validating 
water rescue resources in Michigan, we were asked to develop some training/guideance 
for Team Leaders the development and management of a water rescue team.  
 
We have decided to hold that workshop on Thursday September 17 starting at 0900 at the 
MI-TF1 MOB Center in Holly.  
 
Please contact me if you are interested, or if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 

Chris Martin 

Task Force Leader/Special Operations Chief 

Michigan Task Force 1 / MI-MABAS 

Cell (586) 994-8613 
cmartin@michiganmabas.us  
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